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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

(Alex.  P.  Agnew,  m.b.,  c.m.), 

FOR  THE 
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NORFOLK 

For  the  Year  1944 


I  present  herewith  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1944,  and  I  am  now  able  to  give,  at  the  end  of  this  Report,  vital 
statistics,  not  previously  published  for  security  reasons,  for 
the  years  1939  to  1944  inclusive. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  93,119 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  25,648 

Population  (estimated  resident  1944)  ...  ...  34,120 

Number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  (1931)  7,660 

Rateable  value,  31st  December,  1944  ...  ...  £144,767 

Estimated  net  produce  of  a  Penny  Rate  ...  £554 

Number  of  Evacuees  remaining  in  District  on  31st 

December,  1944  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,112 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Deaths.  Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  207  180  387 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  11'34 

Death  from  Measles  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  3 


Births. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 
population 

Still  Births  Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and- 
Still)  births 


Male 

Female 

Total 

304 

301 

605 

28 

35 

63 

19-58 

7 

6 

13 

— 

2 

2 

21-96 

•  •  • 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  - 

Male 

Female 

fTotal 

Legitimate 

16 

9 

25 

Illegitimate  ... 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

2 

1 

3 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

4F92 

live  births 

41-32 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegiti¬ 

mate  live  births 

47-62 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth  : 

From  Sepsis,  1.  From  other  causes,  nil.  Total,  1. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  F46 

England  and  Wales. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison  I  here  give  comparable  rates 
of  England  and  Wales  for  1944 : 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  '11'6 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  .  .  17’6 

Infantile  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  46 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

These  are  proving  adequate  with  the  exception,  a  serious 
one,  of  the  lack  of  skilled  nurses  and  home  helps.  This  has 
resulted  in  great  hardship  to  the  aged  and  where  there  are 
several  young  children  in  a  house.  Whether  now  the  war  is 
over  things  will  improve  in  this  respect  remains  to  be  seen. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Hospital  accommodation  is  unchanged  since  last  reported 
on  in  1938. 


LABORATORY  EACILITIES. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  now  available  at  the  Emergency 
Public  Health  Laboratory. 

JAUNDICE. 

Jaundice  was  first  made  notifiable  on  the  17th  November, 
1943,  and  has  been  prevalent,  especiall}^  in  the  Aylsham  district. 
The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  is  129.  The 
notifications  are  forwarded  weekly  to  the  Regional  Medical 
Officer  at  Cambridge  for  record  and  investigation  purposes. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Of  the  prevalence  of  these  1  have  no  information,  but 
propaganda  for  the  prevention  and  the  treatment  have  been 
undertaken  and  two  lectures  at  Aylsham  to  parents  and  young 
adults  were  well  attended. 

SCABIES. 

While  this  infestation  is  not  notifiable,  67  cases  were 
reported  chiefly  through  the  School  Nurses,  and  measures 
taken  to  insure  prompt  treatment. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

I  have  to  report  that  a  high  percentage  of  children  have 
now  been  protected.  There  is  a  danger,  however,  that  parents 
in  the  absence  of  any  prevalence  of  the  disease  will  become 
apathetic.  A  reminder  from  the  Health  Visitor  when  the  child 
reaches  the  age  of  one  year  should  be  a  routine  duty.  On 
receipt  of  consent  forms,  the  treatment  is  promptly  dealt  with. 

While  the  figures  in  this  small  district  are  insufficient  in 
themselves  on  which  to  estimate  reliability  of  the  protection 
afforded  by  immunisation,  they  conform  to  the  experience  of 
the  country  as  a  whole,  which  is  that  since  the  campaign  to  protect 
children  between  the  ages  of  one  to  fifteen  years  was  started  in 
1940,  the  mortality  rates  of  the  disease  has  gradually  declined 
to  one  half.  The  Ministry  of  Health  record  that  in  1943  “the 
incidence  of  Diphtheria  amongst  children  under  fifteen  years  was 
three-and-a-half  times  greater  in  non-immunised  groups  than 
in  immunised  groups  and  the  chance  of  dying  from  Diphtheria 
was  twenty-five  times  greater.” 

These  improved  figures  are  more  than  maintained  in  the 
present  year,  1945,  but  it  is  imperative  that  protection  be 
afforded  infants  immediately  on  attaining  the  age  of  one  year  or 
this  gratifying  result  will  be  lost. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  which  were  notified  are  as 


follows  : 

Notified 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

68 

— 

Diphtheria 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

15 

14 

Erysipelas 

10 

—  ■ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

13 

— 

Dysentery 

9 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

63 

— 

Measles  ... 

123 

1 

Jaundice 

129 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

3 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1944. 


Age  Period 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

•  M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1  to  5  years 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■  - 

- 

5  to  10  years 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  to  15  years 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

15  to  20  years 

— 

1 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

20  to  25  years 

2 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

25  to  35  years 

5 

6 

- 

1 

-- 

2 

- 

— 

35  to  45  years 

3 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  to  55  years 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

55  to  65  years 

2 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

13 

17 

3 

6 

3 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1944 


Cause  of  Death.  M 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ...  ...  - 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  I 

.Scarlett  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  3 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  ...  ...  2 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ...  ..  ...  2 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles 

Polio-Myelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis 
Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M), 

Uterus  (F)  ...  3 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ...  5 

Cancer  of  Breast 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ...  *  ...  19 

Diabetes 

Intra  Cranial  Lesions  ...  ...  27 

Heart  Disease...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  7 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  8 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  .  .  ...  2 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ...  ...  3 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Puerperal  and  post-abortion,  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  causes 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  6 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  injuries. 

Infantile  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  8 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


F 


3 


4 

1 


1 

6 

4 

10 

1 

35 

55 

1 
9 
6 

4 
1 
1 

3 

6 

1 

5 

2 
1 


4 


Causes  of  Death  —continued. 


Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  Violent  Causes 
All  other  Causes 


3  1 

3  1 

23  18 


Total,  all  other  causes  207  180 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDERS. 


As  no  effective  legislation  has  come  into  operation  yet  to 
deal  with  the  well-known  anomalies  existing  in  the  production 
and  distribution  of  milk  which — par  excellence — is  a  stable 
article  of  our  food  —so  no  change  for  the  better  can  be  reported. 
The  present  state  of  matters  is  unfair  to  producers,  retailers 
and  distributors,  and  is  a  potential  source  of  danger  to  the 
community.  The  wastage  of  milk  too  must  be  serious.  I  have 
given  in  previous  reports  my  “personal”  suggestions,  which 
can  be  referred  to,  and  I  content  myself  by  giving  one  further 
suggestion,  and  that  is  the  time  factor  which  is  so  important 
in  getting  samples  to  the  laboratory.  Is  there  any  insuperable 
difficulty  in  operating  a  mobile  laboratory  unit  to  deal  with 
samples  and  sampling  at  the  farm  itself?  The  time  and  labour 
taken  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  collecting  the  samples 
which  are  often  useless  must  be  considerable. 

The  Food  Controller  should  endeavour  to  consider  the 
claims  of  the  aged  and  infirm  to  Priority  Milk.  By  eliminating 
wastage  in  production  and  more  general  use  of  dried  milk,  this 
should  be  possible. 


SCHOOLS. 


It  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  that  at  several  Schools 
in  the  district  the  supply  of  drinking  water  and  washing 
facilities  are  inadequate. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 


The  shortage  of  houses  is  bearing  very  hardly  on  the  whole 
country,  principally  on  young  married  couples  and  where  there 
are  growing  families.  Old  people  when  infirm  or  ailing  are 
forced  to  go  into  Institutions  through  lack  of  reasonable 
accommodation  and  also  nursing  facilities. 

Dr.  L.  Banks,  Regional  Medical  Officer,  has  dealt  very  fully 
with  this  problem  and  a  copy  of  his  suggestions  should  be  read 
carefully  by  every  Housing  Authority.  Ministry  of  Health 
Bulletin,  June,  1945. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Table  1.  for  the  years  1939  to  1944  inclusive. 


Year 

Population. 

Estimated 

Resident 

Live  Births 
per  1,000  of 
Estimated 
Population 

Deaths 
per  1,000  of 
Estimated 
Resident 
Population 

Maternal 
Mortality. 
Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Total 
(Live  and  Still) 
Births 

Infantile 
Mortality. 
Death  rate 
under  1  year, 
all  Infants  per 
1000  Live  Births 

1939 

35,000 

14*66 

10*26 

1*82 

34*03 

1940 

34,500 

16-65 

11*34 

3*48 

45*77 

1941 

35,000 

14*74 

11-20 

1*76 

41*29 

1942 

32,610 

19*23 

11*38 

313 

28*71 

1943 

32,700 

19  02 

11*13 

4*67 

45*02 

1944 

34,120 

19-58 

11*34 

1*46 

41*92 

Table 

2. 

Notification 

of  Infectious  Diseases. 

(Number  of  Deaths  shown 

in  brackets) 

Typhoid 

Year  Scarlet 

Diph¬ 

and  P. 

Erysip¬ 

Small 

Pneu¬ 

Puerperal  Measles  Whooping 

Fever 

theria 

Typhoid 

elas 

Pox 

monia 

Pyrexia 

Cough 

1939 

35 

2 

.  •  • 

5 

.  •  - 

23(9) 

6 

1 

9 

1940 

39 

17(4) 

... 

10 

13(12) 

5 

254  (1) 

22 

1941 

91 

4(1) 

3 

4 

•  •  • 

17(10) 

3 

354  ( 1 ) 

68 

1942 

100 

6(1) 

•  •  • 

10 

»  •  • 

21 (12) 

12 

30 

58(1) 

1943 

93 

5 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  « 

26(16) 

17 

584(2) 

139(5) 

1944 

68 

2 

10 

.  .  . 

15(14) 

13 

123(1) 

63 

^Notifiable  since 

23rd  October, 

1939. 

Table 

3. 

Tuberculosis. 

On 

THE  Register. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Year 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Total 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Total 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Total 

Pulm. 

Pulm. 

Pulm. 

1939 

130 

•  76 

206 

31 

18 

49 

10 

5 

15 

1940 

121 

76 

197 

19 

8 

27 

11 

2 

13 

IQJl 

86 

55 

141 

15 

14 

29 

13 

1 

14 

1942 

89 

65 

154 

25 

22 

47 

11 

1 

12 

1943 

94 

62 

156 

29 

10 

39 

10 

13 

1944 

107 

64 

171 

30 

9 

39 

7 

— 

7 

The  health  of  the  District  has  remained  excellent  through¬ 
out  the  war  years.  No  cases  of  mal-nutrition  or  under 
nutrition  have  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
Council  and  officials  for  invaluable  help  rendered  to  me  at  all 
times. 


(Signed),  ALEX  P.  AGNEW,  m.b.,  c.m. 


Red  House, 

Wymondham, 

Norfolk. 


September,  1945. 
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Sanitary  inspector's  Report 

for  the  Year  i944 


NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  MADE  DURING 
THE  YEAR  IN  CONNECTION  WilTH  SANITARY  ... 


AND  OTHER  WORK. 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  and  Housing-  Acts  ...  280 

Revisits  to  ascertain  progress  of  work  ...  ...  ...  38 

Visits  to  (Infectious  Disease  Cases  ...  ...  ...  86 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  289 

Inspections  of  Slaughter-houses  and  Food  Premises  ...•  303 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Scavenging  Schemes  ...  381 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  ...  II 

Inspections  under  the  Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  visits,  interviewing  owners,  repair  of  War  damage, 

etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  925 


Total  ...  2395 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

During-  the  war  all  slaughtering  has  been  carried  out  under 
the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  in  consequence  this  was 
centralised  with  the  result  that  it  was  possible  for  a  more  complete 
meat  inspection  service  to  be  maintained  than  was  possible  in 
the  pre-war  years  owing  to  the  widely  scattered  situations  of  the 
privately  owned  slaughter-houses.  Slaughtering  was  carried  out 
‘  almost  every  day,  including'  Sundays,  and  meat  inspection  made 
a  heavy  demand  on  the  services  of  the  staff.  During  the  years 
1940  to  1944  a  total  of  54,790  carcases  were  inspected. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  for  the  year  1944. 

Number  of  carcases  inspected:. — 

Beef  ...  ...  ...  2435 

Pork  ...  ...  ...  476 

Mutton  ...  ...  ...  4252 

Veal  ...  ...  ...  1370 


Total  ...  8533 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  meat  condemned  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  the  bracketed  figures 
indicate  the  number  which  were  affected  with  Tuberculosis:  — 
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Beef — 

55  Carcases  and  all  C 
12  Forequarters  (12), 
1524  lbs.  Beef  (725  lbs.) 
310  Heads  (254). 

182  Tongues  (126). 

541  Livers  (78). 

313  Parts  Livers  (— )• 
448  Sets  Lungs  (339). 
138  Mesenteries  (123). 

1  Udder  ( — ). 

11  Spleens  (7). 

3  Hearts  ( — ). 

91  Kidneys  (22). 

iveasons  for  condemnation 
Abscesses. 

Actinomycosis. 

Angioma. 

Bone  Taint. 

Cirrhosis. 

Decomposition. 
Distomatosis. 
Echinococcus. 

Fatty  Infiltration. 

F  ever. 

Fibrosis. 


(41). 


other  than  Tuberculosis  were 
Inj  uries. 

Melanosis. 

Necrosis. 

Nephritis. 

Pentastomum. 

Pneumonia. 

Septicaemia. 

Septic  Pericarditis, 
Tumours. 

Uraemia. 


Pork — 

21  Carcases  and  all  Offal  (1). 

65  lbs.  Pork  (3  lbs.). 

21  Heads  (21). 

4  Kidneys  (  —  ). 

17  Sets  Lungs  (10), 

1  Heart  ( — ). 

6  Livers  ( — ). 

16  Mesenteries  (16), 

Reasons  for  condemnation  other  than  Tuberculosis  were 
Cirrhosis.  Pneumonia. 

Fever.  Swine  Erysipelas. 

Inflammation.  Swine  Fever, 

Injuries 

Mutton — 

12  Whole  Carcases  and  Offal 
4  lbs.  Mutton. 

63  Sets  Lungs. 

114  Livers. 

2  Spleens. 

1  Kidney. 
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Reasons  for  condemnation  were 
4bscesses. 

Dropsy. 

Fever. 

Inflammation. 


Moribund. 

Parasites. 

Pneumonia. 

Uraemia 


Veal — 

3  Whole  Carcases  and  Offal. 

6  Livers  (1). 

3  Sets  Lung's  (1). 

Reasons  for  condemnation  other  than  Tuberculosis  were:  — 
Anaemia.  Inflammation. 

Immaturity.  Melanosi^^. 

Other  Foods  Co.\deMx\ed — 

29  Tins  of  Meat  and  Fish. 

12  Tins  Milk,  Plums,  Peas. 

65  lbs.  Bacon. 

21  lbs.  Cheese. 

17^  lbs.  Marg'arine. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

Number  of  cowkeepers  on  reg'ister — 210. 

The  following'  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  in  connection  with  these  premises:  — 

Cleanliness  of  Premises. — Six  notices  were  sent  drawing 
the  attention  of  producers  to  uncleanly  methods  of  production, 


and  as  a  result  the  following  works  were  carried  out:  — 

Cowsheds  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dairies  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Premises  where  dirty  milking  stools  were  cleansed...  1 
Dirty  cowshed  floors  cleansed  ....  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  ...  ...  2 

Other  contraventions  of  the  Milk  &  Dairies  Order 

remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Structural  Defects  in  Premises. — Seven  notices  were  sent 
in  respect  of  structural  repairs  and  improvements,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  works  were  carried  out  during  the  year:  — 

Cowshed  floors  repaired  or  improved  ...  ...  1 

Drainage  of  Dairies  or  Cowsheds  provided  or  improved  1 
Washing  or  storage  Dairies  provided  ...  ...  7 

During  the  year  a  number  of  complaints  were  received  of 
milk  becoming  sour  within  a  very  short  time  of  delivery  to  the 
consumer  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  over  the  period  of  a  year  the 
loss  of  milk  from  this  cause  is  considerable.  It  can  be  due  to  a 
variety  of  causes  such  as  faulty  methods  in  production,  the  com- 
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paratively  long-  period  between  production  and  delivery  to  the 
consumer  and  the  bacteriological  cleanliness  of  the  utensils, 
including-  those  of  the  consumers,  I  consider  there  is  an  impera¬ 
tive  need  for  a  definite  standard  of  cleanliness  of  milk  to  be 
prescribed  in  addition  to  that  which  exists  for  fat  content. 


MILK  SAMPLING. 

On  behalf  of  the  County  Council  samples  of  milk  produced 
by  holders  of  Accredited  Licenses  are  collected  for  examination 
and  the  following-  are  the  particulars  of  the  number  and  results 
of  samples  taken  during  the  year  1944:  — 


Samples  taken 

Passed 

Failed 

Accredited  ” 

Producers . 

80 

64 

16 

“  Accredited  ” 

Applicants 

3 

1 

2 

Totals 

83 

65  - 

18 

METHYLENE  BLUE  TEST. 

Table  showing  results  of  samples  from  “Accredited”  pro¬ 
ducers  and  applicants. 


Winter  Months 

Summer 

Months 

Producers 

Applicants 

Producers 

Applicants 

Samples  not 

Decolourised 

33 

1 

32 

•  •  • 

Ditto,  but  containing  B.  coli 

_ 

1 

... 

... 

•  • 

Decolourised 

in  54  hours 

1 

5 

. 

•  •  • 

H  M 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

» 1 

3| 

« 

3 

.  • 

M 

•  • 

2 

1 

n 

'  H  „ 

o 

M 

1 

1 

)  > 

2  M 

Totals 

38 

1 

42 

2 

^Samples  below  this  line  failed  to  pass  the  test. 


Biological  Examination. 

During-  the  year  1943  it  was  found  that  of  the  samples  of 
milk  taken  at  the  premises  of  the  holders  of  Accredited  Licenses 
and  which  were  submitted  for  biolog-ical  examination  for  the 
detection  of  Tuberculosis,  about  7  per  cent,  were  proved  to  be 
positive.  As  a  result  the  County  Council  considered  it  advisable 
to  institute  a  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  submitting-  of  samples 
for  examination  from  all  producers  both  of  Desig-nated  and  Non- 
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designated  milk  throughout  the  County.  It  was  arranged  for  the 
County  Council  to  undertake  the  collection  of  samples  from 
Wholesale  Producers  at  the  various  collecting  centres  and  for  the 
District  Councils  to  collect  samples  from  Retail  Producers.  Under 
thi-^  arrangement  this  Council  collected  up  to  the  end  of  1944  a 
total  number  of  405  samples ;  of  these  55  proved  to  be  ineffec¬ 
tive  owing  to  the  premature  death  of  the  guinea  pigs  and  other 

various  causes,  while  6  or  1.46  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  effec¬ 
tive  samples  were  found  to  contain  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  1944  was  205,  and  of 
these  180  were  completely  examined.  Only  5  samples  were  found 
to  contain  Tubercle  Bacilli,  being  3.11  per  cent,  of  the  total  num¬ 
ber  of  effective  samples. 

SCAVENGING  AND  SALVAGE. 

The  following  schemes  are  in  operation:  — 

By  Direct  Labour — 

Catton,  Coltishall,  Hellesdon,  Horsham  iSt.  Faith’s  with 
Newton  St.  Faith’s  and  Sprowston.  The  removal  of  Night  Soil 
and  House  Refuse. 

Aylsham.  The  removal  of  Night  Soil  and  House  Refuse. 

Lenwade.  The  removal  of  Night  Soil. 

By  Contract. 

Foulsham.  I'he  removal  of  Night  Soil  and  House  Refuse. 

Hackford  and  Reepham,  wards  of  Reepham.  The  removal 
of  Night  Soil  and  House  Refuse. 

Wroxham.  The  removal  of  Night  Soil  and  House  Refuse. 

As  a  result  of  war-time  conditions  the  Scavenging  Service 
had  at  times  to  be  maintained  in  difficult  circumstances.  The 
urgent  need  for  salvage  necessarily  demanded  a  proportion  of 
the  workmen’s  time  and  the  call  upon  man-power  resulted  in  the 
employment  of  a  limited  number  of  workmen  of  a  comparatively 
lower  physical  capacity  while  the  maintenance  of  vehicles  was 
not  always  an  easy  matter.  Owing  to  the  number  of  accidents 
arising  out  of  black-out  conditions,  it  was  found  to  be  necessary 
to  permit  the  collection  of  night  soil  to  be  carried  out  during 
the  day. 

The  frequency  of  the  collection  of  House  Refuse  was  reduced 
in  part  of  the  district,  but  having  regard  to  the  conditions  the 
Scavenging  Service  was  reasonably  well  maintained. 

During  the  year  the  amount  of  Salvag'e  collected  and  dis¬ 
posed  of  was  292  tons. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  Salvage  Scheme  and  up  to 
the  end  of  1944  the  total  amount  of  Salvage  collected  and  returned 
to  industry  was  1,649  tons,  and  thanks  are  due  to  the  school 
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children,  school  staffs,  salvage  stewards,  and  other  voluntary 
helpers  for  the  amount  of  time  and  work  they  have  consistently 
given  to  make  this  scheme  a  success. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  are  sewers  in  only  the  parishes  of  Aylsham,  Cawston, 
Coltishall,  Foulsham  and  Reepham,  but  in  each  case  the  sewers 
are  old  and  are  very  much  below  the  standard  of  modern  require¬ 
ments.  There  is  a  need  for  new  sewers  to  be  laid  and  the  provi¬ 
sion  of  suitable  disposal  works.  In  the  other  parishes  in  the 
district  the  drains  are  discharged  to  cesspools  and  there  is  a  defi¬ 
nite  and  growing  need  for  proper  systems  of  sewerage. 

d'he  war  has  delayed  the  provision  of  a  system  of  sewerage 
at  Catton,  Hellesdon  and  Sprowston,  and  of  new  sewers  and  a 
disposal  works  for  the  town  of  Aylsham.  These  schemes  are 
receiving  further  consideration  in  view  of  the  change  in  circum¬ 
stances.  The  Council  has  also  asked  their  Consulting  Engineer 
to  prepare  sewerage  schemes  for  the  remaining  parishes  in  the 
district. 

During  the  year  the  Council  purchased  a  Cesspool  Empty¬ 
ing  Vehicle  to  assist  householders  who  were  experiencing  con¬ 
siderable  difficulty  in  having  their  cesspools  emptied.  The  Coun¬ 
cil  now  carry  out  work  at  a  charge  to  the  occupiers. 


WATER  SUPPLIIES. 


The  Norwich  Corporation  has  been  granted  the  powers  as 
Statutory  Water  Undertakers  in  the  25  parishes  set  out  below, 
and  these  parishes  comprise  50.62  per  cent,  of  the  total  area 
of  the  district  and  contain  76.98  per  cent,  of  the  total  population. 


*Aylsham. 
Beeston  St. 
Belaugh. 
Brampton. 
Buxton. 
*Catton. 
*Coltishall. 

Crostwick. 

*Drayton. 

Frettenham, 

Hainford. 

*Hellesdon. 


Andrew. 


Horsford. 

*Horstead. 

*Marsham. 

Rackheath. 

Salhouse. 

Spixworth. 

*Sprowston. 

Stratton  Strawless. 
*St.  Faith’s. 
Taverham. 
Tuttington. 
*Wroxham. 


*Hevingham. 

Of  these  25  parishes,  in  only  the  11  marked  *  have  mains 
been  laid  to  points  sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  main  centres 
of  population,  and  in  some  of  these  there  are  smaller  groups  of 
houses  where  a  supply  is  not  available.  The  population  of  these 
11  parishes  is  approximately  19,300. 
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In  the  remaining'  14  parishes  having  a  total  population  of 
approximately  6,000,  a  supply  is  not  yet  available,  although  in 
some  cases  trunk  mains  have  been  laid  through  the  parishes. 

The  Corporation  mains  therefore  provide  a  supply  to  76.3 
per  cent,  of  rhe  population  within  and  cover  50  per  cent,  of  the 
area  in  which  it  has  powers  as  water  undertakers. 

The  following  are  the  23  parishes  in  which  the  Council  retain 
the  powers  to  supply  water:  — 


Alderford. 

Morton. 

Attlebridge. 

lOulton. 

Blickling. 

Reepham. 

Booton. 

Ring  land. 

Brandiston. 

Sail. 

Cawston. 

Swannington. 

Felthorpe. 

Themelthorpe. 

Foulsham. 

Weston  Longville. 

Guestwick. 

Witchingham,  Great. 

Haveringland. 

Witchingham,  Little. 

Heydon. 

Honingham. 

Wood  Balling. 

In  these  parishes  water  is  derived  mainly  from  shallow  wells, 
there  being  only  a  few  deep  wells  in  the  district.  The  quality 
of  the  water  varies  throughout  the  district,  but  shallow  wells  are 
always  liable  to  pollution  and  constitute  a  potential  source  of 
danger  to  public  health.  In  addition  the  amount  of  water  avail¬ 
able  is  subject  to  seasonable  variation,  and  although  absolute 
shortage  of  water  has  not  been  experienced  except  in  a  few  cases, 
a  period  of  drought  always  causes  some  anxiety.  Surveys  of 
parishes  carried  out  in  recent  years  in  regard  to  water  supply 
definitely  show  there  is  an  increasingly  urgent  need  for  the  provi¬ 
sion  of  a  pure  and  wholesome  supply. 

In  the  area  in  which  the  Council  still  has  the  rights  and 
powers  to  supply  water  the  population  is  7,558,  or  only  23.02 
per  cent,  of  the  total  population  of  the  district,  whereas  the  area 
is  49.38  per  cent,  of  the  district. 

There  is  every  indication  that  in  general  householders  are 
desirous  of  taking  a  supply  from  the  mains  when  it  is  available. 

A  comprehensive  report  was  submitted  to  the  Council  as 
to  the  means  and  possibility  of  providing  a  piped  water  supply 
to  all  those  parishes  in  which  the  Council  retains  the  power  to 
supply  water,  and  this  report  was  passed  to  the  CounciTs  Con¬ 
sulting  Engineer  for  examination,  with  the  result  that  a  scheme 
for  a  main  supply  of  water  to  these  parishes  has  now  been  pre¬ 
pared  and  is  under  consideration  of  the  Council- 
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HOUSING. 


The  war  has  naturally  very  considerably  affected  the  hous¬ 
ing-  situation.  The  building  of  new  houses  came  completely  to 
a  standstill  and  circumstances  rendered  it  necessary  that  owners 
should  be  asked  only  to  carry  out  essential  repairs.  In  conse¬ 
quence  there  is  a  serious  shortage  of  housing  accommodation, 
and  the  repair  of  existing  houses  is  in  arrears.  In  view  of  the 
extreme  shortage  it  was  found  necessary  to  licence  the  letting 
of  4  houses  which  were  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders,  as  per¬ 
mitted  by  emergency  legislation.  Fortunately  only  a  small  num¬ 
ber  of  houses  were'  actually  destroyed  by  enemy  action,  the 
number  being  33,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  6  had  been 
rebuilt  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  that  preparations  were  being 
made  for  rebuilding  of  22  others. 

The  Council  carried  out  considerable  work  in  the  repair  of 
war  damage.  The  total  number  of  houses  damaged  during  the 
war  was  2,731,  and  of  these  the  Council  carried  out  immediate 
first-aid  repairs  to  2,i013,  while  the  owners  did  similar  work  to 
226,  the  remainder  not  needing  these  immediate  repairs.  The 
Council  carried  out  further  extended  repairs  to  945  houses,  while 
owners  did  similar  work  to  421  houses.  The  position  at  the  end 
of  1944  was  that  all  houses  with  the  exception  of  7  severely 
damaged  houses  had  been  repaired  so  as  to  be  habitable.  ' 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  ready  and  willing  co-operation  of  builders  and  their 
staff's  which  made  it  possible  for  the  repairs  to  be  commenced 
speedily  and  where  damage  was  sustained  at  night  by  8.0  a.m. 
on  the  following  morning  in  most  cases. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  by  the  release  of 
materials  and  building  craftsmen  to  provide  for  an  intensive 
effort  to  overtake  the  arrears  in  the  provision  of  houses.  The 
Council  has  prepared  a  comprehensive  programme  of  Post-War 
Housing. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTHON)  ACT,  1918,  AND 
INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

During  the  year  743  premises  were  treated  for  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  rats  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  and  Order. 

SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  OTHER  WORK 
CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

During  the  year  102  notices  have  been  served  in  connection 
with  Public  Health  and  Housing  defects,  and  as  a  result  the 
following  works  have  been  carried  out:  — 
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Housing  : 

Pumps  to  wells  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Well  covers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wells  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Closet  buildings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  pails  provided  to  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rainwater  guttering  provided  ...  ...  ...  5 

Rainwater  guttering  repaired  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Window  frames  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Doors  and  door  frames  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wall  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Stoves  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Coppers  and  ovens  repaired  or  replaced  ...  ...  4 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drainage  : 

Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  : 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  removed  ...  3 

Factories  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Tudor  Hall, 

Rose  Lane, 
Norwich. 


(Signed)  H.  S.  HAWKINS,  a.m.i.s.e. 

September,  1945. 


